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Paris is the 21st meeting of 196 nations 
(Conference of Parties) since 1992 to tackle 
climate change. The Paris meet hoped to: 

1. Keep warming below 2°Celsius. Poorer nations 
wanted to limit it to 1.5°C. Scientists say: At 
current levels of pledges the countries have made 
on emissions cuts, earth will warm by at least 
2.7°C.

2. Mobilized the $100bn a year Green Climate 
Fund (agreed at Copenhagen 2009) committed by 
states, global bodies and private sector from 2020 
onwards to develop technology and build  
infrastructure to cut emissions 

3. The G77 Plus China grouping, Including India, 
want this fund to be available to all developing 
countries 

With population growth from 1.2 billion to 1.5 
billion by 2030 and a commitment to annual 
economic growth of 8%, India’s emissions could 
increase more than three times by 2030

1. India’s argument is that burden must fall on 
countries responsible for global warming, not 
developing nations only beginning to grow 

2. It accounts for only 3% of energy-related CO2 
emissions since 1890

3. In per capita terms, India’s emissions stood at 
1.6 metric tonnes in 2014-roughtly 0.8% of the 
level for the US and a quarter of the level for 
China

4.India has said it does not believe the forecast of 
2.7°C rise because there will be technological 
developments in the coming years that will curb 
the increase 

5. India wants whatever accord comes out of 
Paris to be reviewed every 10 years; Brazil, like 
the US, favors a five year review cycle 

Why is India Critical? 

PARIS AGREEMENT - TEN COMMANDMENTS 

 

The Paris Agreement sets forward an ambitious vision for tackling climate 
change globally. 

 The agreement sets a goal of keeping 
warming well below 2 degrees Celsius and make efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. In order to meet the target, countries should aim to peak greenhouse 
gas emissions as soon as possible

 Under the agreement, all countries will 
communicate their climate targets every five years, starting in 2020. Targets 
must be submitted 9-12 months before they are finalized

 Each target should reflect progress from 
the prior one, reflecting the highest possible ambition that each country can 
achieve. 

 To help inform further 
domestic and global efforts, the agreement puts in place a mechanism to 
collective progress on global mitigation action using the best available science

The mitigation 
components of the agreement, combined with a broad push on innovation and 
technology, will help significantly scale up energy investments over the coming 
years-investments that will accelerate cost reductions for renewable energy and 
other low-carbon solutions

To help 
make sure that all counties are living up to their commitments and send a 
market signal to the private sector and investors that countries are serious about 
meeting the targets

 A 
Critical component of the Agreement, the transparency framework agreed to by 
parties ensures that all countries are on a level playing field with flexibility for 
those developing countries with less capacity. 

 For the first 
time, the agreement requires all countries to report on national inventories of 
emissions by source

  Also for the first time, 
countries are required to report on information necessary to track progress 
made in implementing and achieving the targets and strategies countries have 
put forward

 To 
help ensure countries are meeting transparency requirements, countries are 
subject to a comprehensive technical expert review process the analyses 
whether reporting is in line with the standards adopted

Strengthening Long-Term Ambition

Locking in five year Target Cycles

Ratcheting up Ambition over Time

Rigorous Assessment of Global Climate Action

Sending a Market signal on Innovation and Technology 

The Paris Agreement Establishes a Robust Transparency System

Putting in Place an Enhanced Transparency System for all Countries

Requiring countries to Report on Green-House Gas Inventories

Requiring Countries to Report on Mitigation Progress

Establishing a Technical review Process with Agreed upon Standards

Source: Adapted from Times of India

 
In developed 
and developing 
countries coal is 
a critical source 
of energy, more 
so for China, 
India and African 
economies.

% in electricity mix 

 Coal Gas Fossil 

China 72 2 74 

India 70 5 75 

US 38 30 68 

EU 36 15 51 

Japan 20 43 73 

 

Two major initiatives to fight climate change were 
launched in COP 21 -- one was by the US and 
France on Innovation on how to fight global 
warming and climate change, -- the other was by 
Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, who 
played a leading role by launching International 
Solar Alliance (ISA). The ISA will provide a 
platform for mutual cooperation among 121 solar-
resource-rich countries in the world. 

ISA's Mission and Vision is to work like a life-giver 
to mankind, where global community including 
bilateral and multilateral organizations, corporate, 
industry and other stakeholders can make a 
positive contribution to the common goals of 
increasing utilizing of solar energy in meeting 
energy needs of ISA member countries in a safe, 
convenient, affordable, equitable and sustainable 
manner. The foundation stone of ISA 
Headquarters has been laid  in Gurgaon.

(i)To reduce emissions intensity of its GDP by 33-
35% by 2030 from the 2005 level, (ii) to achieve 
about 40% cumulative electric power installed 
capacity from non-fossil fuel-based energy 
resources in the same timeframe, and (iii) to 
create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion 
tonnes of CO2-equivalent through additional 
forest and tree cover by 2030.

India's INDCs submission are;

International Solar Alliance

Coal, the biggest source of greenhouse gases
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